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Some 58 practicing journalists across the country 
have been trained on emerging issues in journalism 
under Government’s much touted Media Capacity 
Enhancement Programme (MCEP).

A training on Organisational Excellence and 
Emotional Intelligence was organised by the 
Human Resource and Management Directorate 
(HRMD) in collaboration with Professor Spencer 
Duncan, Head of Leader’s Digest. The Government of Ghana has held series of Town 

Hall Meetings on the Electronic Transactions Levy 
(E-levy) across the country.

The Minister for Information, Hon. Kojo Oppong 
Nkrumah has charged the academic fraternity as 
well as media practitioners to utilize the Right To 
Information (RTI) law as captured in Act 989 of the 
1992 Constitution to help them obtain credible and 
factual information from state institutions.
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF DIRECTOR
Dear reader,

I have the privilege to introduce to you the Ministry of 
Information’s first quarter Newsletter for the year 2022. 
The Ministry has rolled out several interventions and 
flagship policy initiatives as part of efforts to effectively 
disseminate information on government policies and 
programmes to the citizenry.  This newsletter seeks 
to provide you with highlights of these interventions 
undertaken during Quarter 1 of 2022. 

The Media Capacity Enhancement Programme (MCEP), 
aimed at addressing capacity challenges faced by the 
media to position them to play their role effectively within 
the governance structure, was launched in the latter part 
of 2021 in partnership with relevant stakeholders. January 
2022 saw the maiden roll-out of the MCEP where the first 
cohort of journalists underwent a week-long training in 
the Ashanti Region, Kumasi. When fully implemented this 
year, a total of 250 journalists across the country would be 

expected to benefit from training and capacity building programmes to enhance their practice.

News items on Town Hall Meetings on the Electronic Transactions Levy (E-levy), held in five regional capitals across 
the country, is another significant feature you will find in this quarterly. The Ministry of Information, in collaboration 
with the Ministry of Finance, engaged citizens to educate them on this significant Government policy as contained 
in the 2022 Budget and Financial Statement. The Ministry will continue to facilitate these engagements to ensure 
that the policy is widely disseminated. 

The Ministry also facilitated eight Press Briefings within the first quarter. These briefings sought to update the nation 
on new developments within the Ministries of Health, Food and Agriculture, Education, Foreign Affairs and Regional 
Integration and the Coastal Development Authority. The public was also regularly updated on the evacuation of 
Ghanaians due to the ongoing Russian-Ukraine war. 

The newsletter also contains other exciting stories worth reading.

It is our hope that the rest of 2022 will offer more opportunities for collaboration, innovation and networking. As a 
Ministry, we remain committed to accomplishing our mandate by informing the public on Government development 
policies, programmes and generating the needed feedback.

We hope you will enjoy reading this newsletter and appreciate the confidence you have placed in our work. 

 

Mrs. Mamle Andrews

Chief Director

Ministry of Information



3 JANUARY-MARCH 2022

Table of Content
Be Relevant within the Media Space-Oppong Nkrumah To Journalists  4

Minister’s Press Briefing (MPB)        6

Ghanaians Sensitized On E-Levy        7

Make Use Of RTI; Oppong Nkrumah Tells Academia And Media   10

223 RTI Requests Filed Since Inception - Oppong Nkrumah    11

Minister For Information Commends RTI Commission    12

Training On Organisational Excellence And Emotional Intelligence  13

National Chocolate Day          14

The E-Levy Policy, Divided We Fall          15

Ghana’s ICT4AD: The Case of CICS in Ghana      15

Did You Know?           16

Fatimatu AbubakarKojo Oppong Nkrumah
Minister for Information and MP for Ofoase Ayirebi Dep. Minister for Information



4 MINISTRY OF INFORMATION NEWSLETTER

Be Relevant within the Media Space-
Oppong Nkrumah To Journalists

Some 58 practicing journalists across the country 
have been trained on emerging issues in journalism 
under Government’s much touted Media Capacity 
Enhancement Programme (MCEP).

The programme, themed “Equipping the Media to 
Play an Effective Role in our Nation Building” was a 
four-day intensive capacity enhancement initiative 
sponsored by the Ministry of Information.

The MCEP seeks to enhance the skills of participants, 
provide a platform to support media-introspection 
on subject related to media management, corporate 
governance, and media business models and 
encourage ethical journalism.

Speaking at the opening of the programme at 
the Manhyia Palace, the Minister for Information, 
Honourable Kojo Oppong Nkrumah underscored 
the need to bring together relevant stakeholders in 
the industry to regularly train practicing journalists, 
so their capacity is enhanced in the areas of ethics, 
professionalism, media law, impact journalism, use 
of digital tools and investigative journalism.

He said to ensure the media kept its high standards, 
the Ministry was happy to support stakeholders to 
execute the programme.

“We, at the Ministry of Information, believe that 
addressing the capacity challenges faced by the 
media in this comprehensive, coordinated and 
regular manner will yield more dividend than 
the occasional support given by stakeholders as 
individuals,” the Minister emphasized.

Hon. Oppong Nkrumah advised participants to take 
lessons seriously in order to build their knowledge 
base and sharpen their skills to become relevant 
within the media space.

The guest speaker, the Asantehene, Otumfuo Osei 
Tutu II appealed to journalists and media owners The Chairman of the MCEP and Rector of the Ghana Institute of Journalism (GIJ), Professor 

Kwamena Kwansah-Aidoo

Asantehene, Otumfuo Osei Tutu II (in Kente Cloth) in a group photograph with other dignities at the MCEP

to protect and preserve the unity and stability of the 
country, reminding journalists to disabuse their minds of 
misconception and always put the country first in their 
daily reportage.

He expected that the rolling out of the programme would 
deepen the understanding of participants in the field of 
journalism and enhance the quality of media output in the 
country.

For his part, the Chairman of the MCEP and Rector of the 
Ghana Institute of Journalism (GIJ), Professor Kwamena 
Kwansah-Aidoo, observed that the media have a core 
duty to cause transformative change through facilitating 
access to appropriate and credible information. 

He hoped that the successful implementation of the 
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Journalists at the training

programme would transform the media landscape in the country for the better.

The Chairman of the National Media Commission (NMC), Mr. Yaw Boadu-Ayeboafoh, in his remarks expressed 
gratitude to the Ministry and its partners for the training programme, which he said would enhance the capacity of 
media practitioners and make them better professionals.

He added that it was the wish of the NMC that all media practitioners would perform their work creditably, such that 
the NMC would not be called upon to rule on complaints bordering on the work of the media.

Present at the ceremony were the US Ambassador Stephanie S. Sullivan, the Ghana Journalists Association (GJA) 
President, Roland Affail Monney, Ashanti Regional Minister Simon Osei- Mensah and other well-known dignitaries 
and representatives from media umbrella bodies such as the Ghana Independent Broadcasters Association (GIBA) 
and the Private Newspaper Publishers Association of Ghana (PRINPAG).
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MINISTER’S PRESS BRIEFING (MPB)

Minister for Information, Hon. Kojo Oppong Nkrumah Deputy Minister for Information, Fatimatu Abubakar

The Ministry of Information continued with its regular Ministers Press briefing for the first quarter of 2022. The 
platform affords Ministers and Heads of Ministries, Departments and Agencies the opportunity to render account on 
their stewardship. The objective of the Minister’s Press Briefing is to deepen transparency and public accountability 
and improve participation of the Media in governance. It also aims at ensuring responsive governance and citizen 
participation.

The first briefing held on 19th January, 2022 was an update on the COVID-19 pandemic. In the first quarter, the 
Ministry held eight briefings. Out of the eight briefings, two of them were updates on COVID-19 and progress in the 
health sector and plans on work done with regards to Agenda 111.

The others were on Ministry of Food and Agriculture, Ministry of Education, Coastal Development Authority and the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Regional Integration. 

The Ministry of Food and Agriculture provided an update of Government’s plans to update existing 1960 Animal 
Health Act to effectively regulate the poultry and livestock industry and ensure compliance of biosecurity and 
management standards of livestock and poultry farms.

The Ministry of Education’s press briefing was on the operationalization of Science Technology Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) education for the 2022/2023 academic year.

The Coastal Development Authority (CODA) informed Ghanaians about investing in 1,443 projects to impact living 
conditions in coastal areas in six regions.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs held two briefings. The briefings were on the ongoing Russia Ukraine war and outlined 
plans of evacuating Ghanaians in Ukraine. A total number of 248 Ghanaians have been evacuated from Ukraine as 
at the time of filling this report. 
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Ghanaians Sensitized On E-Levy

Minister for Information, Hon. Kojo Oppong Nkrumah Minister for Finance, Ken Ofori-Atta

A section of the crowd

The Government of Ghana has held 
series of Town Hall Meetings on the 
Electronic Transactions Levy (E-levy) 
across the country.

The platforms presented the 
opportunity for Government 
to engage Ghanaians on the 
significance and the basics of the 
E-levy policy as well as take feedback 
from relevant stakeholders to inform 
Government on the implementation 
of the levy.

The E-levy is a new tax measure 
introduced by the Government in the 
2022 Budget to mobilize additional 
domestic revenue to support 
development. The levy will attract 
a charge of 1.75% on electronic 
transactions more than GH¢100.00 
on a daily basis (24 hours).

The Government of Ghana has 
been holding series of townhall 

meetings to sensitize Ghanaians 
on the Electronic Transactions 
Levy (E-levy), the subject of which 
has raised serious controversies 
particularly among market women 
and other businesspersons who rely 
heavily on Mobile Money as a means 
of transacting business.

Allaying the fears of Ghanaians, 
the Minister for Information, Hon. 
Kojo Oppong Nkrumah said the 
levy provides Ghanaians with an 
opportunity to contribute to Ghana’s 
economic and infrastructural 
development. He added that the 
E-levy will put Government in a 
better position to provide for the 
needs of Ghanaians. 

The Town Hall Meetings were 
organised in the capital cities in 
the following regions: Koforidua 
(Eastern Region), Sekondi (Western 
Region), Tamale (Northern Region), 

Wa (Upper West Region) and Ho 
(Volta Region).

The Minister for Finance, Ken Ofori-
Atta, Minister for Information, Hon. 
Kojo Oppong Nkrumah and some 
Ministers from the regions the 
Government Town Hall Meeting 
were held took turns to sensitize the 
public on the E-Levy and answer 
questions from the participants.

In attendance were sector specific 
Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) 
and other relevant industry 
stakeholders.

The Town Hall Meetings were 
organised by the Ministry of 
Information and broadcast live on 
various television networks in the 
country as well as the Ministry’s 
social media pages.

Below are pictures from the various 
Town Hall Meetings.

KOFORIDUA E-LEVY TOWNHALL
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Minister for Information, Hon. Kojo Oppong Nkrumah & Deputy Minister for Information 
Fatimatu Abubakar coordinating the Q&A session of the E-Levy Town Hall Meeting

Ministrer for Fisheries and Acquaculture, Hon. Mavis Hawa Koomson

Minister for Information, Hon. Kojo Oppong Nkrmah standing behind the podium addressing the audience.

Central Regional Minister, Hon. Mrs. Justina Marigold Assan

Northern Regional Minister, Mr. Shani Alhassan Saibu

SEKONDI E-LEVY TOWNHALL

TAMALE E-LEVY TOWNHALL
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Minister for Information, Hon. Kojo Oppong Nkrumah 

A picture of a section of the attendees

Minister for  the Interior, Hon. Ambrose Derry

WA E-LEVY TOWNHALL

HO E-LEVY TOWNHALL



10 MINISTRY OF INFORMATION NEWSLETTER

Make Use Of RTI; Oppong Nkrumah Tells 
Academia And Media

The Minister for Information, Hon. 
Kojo Oppong Nkrumah has charged 
the academic fraternity as well as 
media practitioners to utilize the 
Right To Information (RTI) law as 
captured in Act 989 of the 1992 
Constitution to help them obtain 
credible and factual information 
from state institutions.

“Mr. Speaker, may I take advantage 
of the opportunity given me to reach 
out to the whole country particularly 
the academic community. A lot of 
our young people have complained 
about difficulties in getting access to 
information when they are preparing 
their dissertations and so on 
because a lot of institutions operate 
as though they are doing you a favor.

“The RTI Act gives you legal cover 
to apply for information from public 
institutions for academic purposes. 
Also, to our colleagues in the media, 

we want to encourage a lot more 
use of the Act and a lot less resort 
to speculation and hear say. The RTI 
Act grants you to by law access to 
information for purposes of media 
work,” he added.

The Minister made the remarks 
when he provided updates on the 
progress of the implementation of 
the law since its inception in 2020 on 
the floor of Parliament on Tuesday, 
March 15, 2022.

The law he said allowed both 
media practitioners and persons in 
academia to get access to credible 
information with which they can 
use in dissertations and media 
work. He mentioned that the law 
since its introduction has made 
remarkable progress noting that 
from the time the implementation of 
the law commenced to date, public 
institutions have received a total of 

two hundred and twenty-three (223) 
RTI requests so far. 

Hon. Oppong Nkrumah indicated 
that per interim figures collated 
from the various RTI offices of state 
institutions in 2021 alone, a total 
of 129 requests for information 
were submitted by individuals and 
institutions and were received by 47 
institutions. 

Out of this number, 87 were received 
from individuals while 42 were 
received from institutions.

A cross section of staff in an exercise
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223 RTI Requests Filed Since Inception - 
Oppong Nkrumah

The Minister for Information, Hon. 
Kojo Oppong Nkrumah has said 
since the introduction of the Right 
to Information (RTI) law in 2020, 
some 223 requests for information at 
various state institutions have been 
filed.

He made the remarks during 
a presentation on the floor of 
Parliament on Tuesday, March 15, 
2022 regarding the progress of the 
implementation of the law since its 
inception.

“Per interim figures collated from the 
various RTI offices of state institutions 
in 2021 alone, a total of 129 requests 

for information were submitted by 
individuals and institutions and were 
received by 47 institutions. Out of 
this number, 87 were received from 
individuals while 42 were received 
from institutions”, Hon. said.

The Minister added that in 2022, a 
total of ten requests for information 
were submitted by individuals and 
institutions and received by seven 
(7) public institutions as at the end of 
January, 2022. 

Out of the 10 applications received, 5 
(50%) were received from individuals 
while 5 (50%) were received from 
institutions.

The law gives people the right to 
access all sorts of information, apart 
from exempt information.

The RTI Act was passed in 2020 to 
operationalize Article 21 (1) (f) of the 
1992 Constitution, which stipulates 
that “all persons shall have the 
right to information, subject to 
such qualifications and laws as are 
necessary in a democratic society.

A cross section of staff in an exercise
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Minister For Information Commends 
RTI Commission

The Minister for Information, Kojo 
Oppong Nkrumah has lauded 
the Right To Information (RTI) 
Commission for overseeing the 
implementation of the RTI law and 
making sure Ministries, Departments 
and Agencies (MDAs) respond 
to requests for information as 
stipulated by law.

According to him, the Commission 
must be commended for ensuring 
that state institutions respond to 
individual and institutional requests 
for information unless otherwise 
exempted by law.

He made the remarks during 
a presentation on the floor of 
Parliament on Tuesday, March 15, 
2022 regarding the progress of the 
implementation of the law since its 
inception.

“The commission has shown a lot 
of resilient in taking very firm and 
tough decisions against MDAs that 
have not complied with the RTI law 
and I would like to commend the 
Executive Secretary and board of 
the Commission for showing fidelity 
with the Act,” the Minister added.

He said the law since its introduction 
has made remarkable progress 
noting that from the time the 
implementation of the law 
commenced to date, a total of 223 
RTI requests have been received so 
far by public institutions.

He indicated that per interim figures 
collated from the various RTI offices 
of state institutions in 2021 alone, a 
total of one hundred and twenty-
nine (129) requests for information 

were submitted by individuals and 
institutions and were received by 47 
institutions. 

Out of this number, 87 were received 
from individuals while 42 were 
received from institutions.

Hon. Oppong Nkrumah mentioned 
that a total of 10 requests for 
information were submitted by 
individuals and institutions and 
received by seven public institutions 
as at the end of January, 2022. 

Out of the 10 applications received, 5 
(50%) were received from individuals 

while 5 (50%) were received from 
institutions.

The Minister admonished the 
Commission to up their public 
education on the law, adding that 
though the Commission has done 
remarkably well in implementing 
the law, it needed to improve on 
its public education to increase 
awareness on the law.

A cross section of staff in an exercise
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Training On Organisational Excellence 
And Emotional Intelligence

A training on Organisational Excellence and Emotional Intelligence was organised by the Human Resource and 
Management Directorate (HRMD) in collaboration with Professor Spencer Duncan, Head of Leader’s Digest. 

The two-day training was organised to build the capacity of staff on the need to be proactive and strive to achieve 
excellence.

Professor Spencer Duncan, Head of Leader’s Digest. 

Staff discussing a group assignment                             A staff presenting a report on behalf of her team

A cross section of staff in an exercise
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NATIONAL CHOCOLATE DAY 
To mark the National Chocolate Day celebration, the office of the Minister for Information, Hon. Kojo Oppong 
Nkrumah in collaboration with Ghana Cocoa Board and Ghana Post dispatched boxes of chocolate to persons who 
requested for chocolates via the link posted on the Minister’s Facebook page.

The Managing Director of Ghana Post, Bice Osei Kufuor popularly known as Obour and his team delivered the boxes 
to the people.

Hon.Kojo Oppong Nkrmah seated behind boxes of chocolate to be distributed

Hon.Kojo Oppong Nkrumah (in African Print) with some staff from Ghana Cocoa Board

Hon. Kojo Oppong Nkrumah and some staff packaging the boxes of chocolates for 
distribution

A staff from the Ghana Post delivering boxes of chocolate
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THE E-LEVY POLICY; DIVIDED WE FALL 

GHANA’S ICT4AD: THE CASE OF CICS IN 
GHANA

Discussions on the proposed e-levy 
on various platforms in the past few 
weeks have generated different 
feedbacks from stakeholders. 
Whiles some were in favour of the 
introduction of the tax policy as good 
alternative to generating revenue 
for government, others are strongly 
opposing this alternative because 
of the supposed negative impact it 
may have on Ghana’s digitalization 
agenda. 

The Minister for finance in 
November 2021, announced plans 
by government to introduce 1.75% 
electronic transaction levy in 
the 2022 Budget Statement and 
Economic Policy. 

The levy according to the Minister 
is to widen the tax net and rope in 
potential taxpayers in the informal 
sector. The 1.75% e-levy will be 
paid by the sender on all mobile 
money payments, bank transfers, 
and merchant payments. Inward 
transmittals, like the transfer of 
funds or money via Western Union, 
ZeePay, Unity Link etc.) by a party in 
a foreign jurisdiction to a person or 

It is an undeniable fact that access 
to information and communication 
technologies has become a 
development indicator and the 
world is practically rivalling to attain 
that mark. Like other developing 
countries in the sub-region, 
Ghana has no doubt attained an 
enviable position in access and 
use of Information Communication 
Technology (ICT). This position was 
further entrenched with the launch 
of the Ghana ICT for Accelerated 
Development (ICT4AD) Policy with 
the vision to transform Ghana into an 
information-rich knowledge-based 
society and economy. 

The concept of the Community 
Information Centers (CICs) was 
one of the major government 
interventions that emerged from 

an entity in Ghana will be paid by the 
recipient only. 

The levy applies to every transaction 
above GHS100 on a daily basis; 
meaning after every GHS100 
(cumulative) spent the e-levy will 
be applied. For example, if Bernice 
sends GHS50 to her cousin in the 
morning and sends another GHS50 
(a total of GHS100 for the day) to her 
brother in the evening, he will not 
pay the E-levy but if she sends 150 
then the tax will be deducted.

The Finance Minister and other 
experts in Government have 
explained on different platforms 
the need for the introduction of the 
tax. The argument has been that 
prior to the announcement of the 
2022 budget, the Government had 
been looking for long-term revenue 
sources to complete the country’s 
inadequate road development 
projects. 

In the past weeks the Ministry of 
Finance and Ministry of Information 
have embarked on Town Hall 
meetings across the country to 

the (ICT4AD) Policy. The idea 
behind the establishment of the 
CICs was to create rural access 
centres to promote community-
based ICT applications that will 
promote operational efficiencies 
delivered through effective and 
timely availability of information.  
The project was expected to bridge 
the digital divide between urban 
and rural dwellers, serve as training 
centers for acquisition of ICT skills 
and knowledge for underprivileged 
people and also bring government 
services online closer to the people 
at the grassroots. 

In line with government policy, 
each of the numerous CICs doted 
across the country was expected to 
be provided with Internet-enabled 
computers, Local content software, 

engage stakeholders and the 
general public on the levy. The 
meetings are also to answer 
questions and demystify myths and 
misinterpretations about the policy.

Conclusions from the town hall 
meetings organized is indicative 
that Ghanaians are worried that the 
policy may end up taxing people 
who are already captured in the 
tax net. Implementation and use of 
the funds generated is also of great 
concern to some participants at the 
meetings. 

The message is still very clear; 
Ghanaians are divided on the 
proposed policy. Some are of the 
view that government should look 
for an alternative to generate the 
needed revenue for development. 

The onus now lies on Government 
to convince the citizens to embrace 
the policy.

Fax machines, Printers, Copiers, 
Telephones, Television, Radios, 
Library materials, daily newspapers 
and magazines. 

But like every development initiative, 
this pro-poor public initiative has 
been confronted with varying 
challenges. According to a 2014 
GIFEC report, most of the centres 
had been abandoned. 

But, is this the case today, what is 
the current situation, let’s find out in 
the next story.

to be continued…. 
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Did You Know?
1. That Government of Ghana has committed twenty-five million dollars to develop our domestic vaccine 

production capacity and facilitate the capacity of domestic pharmaceutical companies to fill, finish and package 
mRNA COVID-19, malaria, tuberculosis and other vaccines, as a first step to vaccine production.

2. From March 28, 2022 the wearing of facemasks would no longer be mandatory?

3. Fully vaccinated travelers into Ghana will not take PCR tests from the country of embarkation to allow them 
entry into the country through the Kotoka International Airport and will not be tested on arrival?

4. Citizens and foreign residents in Ghana, who are not fully vaccinated, would need to provide a negative PCR test 
result of not more than 48 hours, will undergo an antigen test upon arrival at the Kotoka International Airport and 
will be offered vaccination there.

5. Ministers and Heads of SOEs would contribute 30 percent of their salaries from April to December 2022 to the 
Consolidated Fund and also to pursue re-profiling strategies to reduce the interest expense burden on the 
fiscal as part of measures to address the current economic challenges?

6. Effective 1st April, 2022, there would be 50 percent cut in fuel coupon allocations for all Political Appointees and 
Heads of Government institutions including State Owned Enterprises (SOEs) and a discretionary spending to be 
cut by an additional 10 percent?

7. Government has absolutely no intention of rolling back on the Free SHS policy because education was the best 
enabler for sustainable economic growth and transformation.

8. The E-Levy Bill was passed in Parliament on Tuesday, 29th March, 2022?

9. E-levy Mobile Money Charges requires a 1.5% tax debit from electronic transactions such as mobile money 
transfers, bank to mobile money transfers, online payment transactions with payment platforms such as Visa 
Card, Master Card, Paypal among others?

10. A 1.5% will be debited from transactions between Mobile money accounts exceeding GHC100, however 
withdrawal of money from mobile money accounts will not be taxed.


